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History of Ching Ming

The phrase Ching Ming is linked to the Chinese tradition of ancestor worship, which many consider the
original religion of China dating back over 2,500 years.

The practice of ancestor worship is based on three beliefs:

o That a person’s good or bad fortune is influenced by the souls of his or her ancestors
o That all departed ancestors have the same material needs they had when alive
e That the departed can assist their living relatives

Ching Ming is a major public festival that is generally treated as an official holiday in China, Hong Kong
and Taiwan.

Ching Ming Traditions

On Ching Ming (or Qing Ming), celebrants traditionally visit ancestral graves, where special rites are held
and offerings are made in honor of ancestors. This event is held on the 106" day after winter solstice
and usually occurs on April 4" or 5™, Traditionally in today’s world of working families, the trip to the
Cemetery will occur on the weekend before April 5.

This event is related to the Chinese tradition of receiving blessings from previous generations when
undertaking a new venture. Ching Ming unfolds in a picnic-like atmosphere and is observed as a time for
happy communion with ancestors rather than a somber occasion.

Visiting the cemetery is referred to as “hang san” (walking the mountain). A series of activities; clearing
the gravesite of dirt and debris, weeding around the site and repainting inscriptions on the gravestone are
together referred to as “sweeping the grave”. Wine and a variety of foods may be placed around the
gravesite as offerings to the spirit of the deceased. Eating the food that was offered to the deceased is
considered good luck. Paper money is burned for use in the afterlife, candles are lit, and family members
bow and kneel in respect. Many of today’s offerings may be simple, consisting of incense, paper money
and flowers. Families may also set off firecrackers to drive evil spirits away from the gravesite.

For Chinese Immigrant communities, Ching Ming is observed as a traditional and cultural ritual rather
than a religious practice. In the United States, Ching Ming is most commonly observed in San Francisco
and Hawaii.

Wall of Honor

Ching Ming Festival is coming on April 4, 2017.
Although you cannot get overseas, you still can
honor your ancestors. We at Skylawn and Chapel of
the Chimes Hayward have erected a special Wall of
Honor, where you can come and place the names of
your departed loved ones and carry on the Tradition
of Ching Ming that has been a part of Chinese
Culture for over 2,500 years.

To add your loved one’s name to the Wall of Honor
Please complete and fax to: 1 (415) 765-9987 or
Complete online at Skylawn.com or Hayward.chapelofthechimes.com

Name: Phone:

Relationship:

Male: or Female:

Place at Skylawn or Chapel of the Chimes Hayward

Buddhist |:| or Christian |:|

Call 1-888-339-2888 or g
visit skylawn.com or hayward.chapelofthechimes.com !
for more information



Skylawn Memorial Park

Hwy 92 @ Skyline Blvd

San Mateo, CA
FD #1848

Saturday April 1, 2017
10:00 am Chanting & Blessing
(Shuen Yeung Temple )
10:30 am —12:30 pm Free Lunch

Noon — Lion Dance

Sunday April 2, 2017
10:00 am Chanting & Blessing
(Lotus Temple )

10:30 am —12:30 pm Free Lunch

Noon — Lion Dance

Free Bus pickup available
from Oakland, San Francisco and South Bay

Call 1-888-339-2888 or
visit skylawn.com or hayward.chapelofthechimes.com !
for more information :



Chapel of Chimes - Hayward

32992 Mission Blvd

Hayward, CA
FD #1240

Saturday April 1, 2017

10:00 am Chanting & Blessing
(Sheun Yeung Temple)
10:30am — 12:30pm Free Lunch
Noon — Lion Dance

Sunday April 2, 2017

10:00 am Chanting & Blessing
(Sheun Yeung Temple)
10:30am — 12:30pm Free Lunch
Noon — Lion Dance

Chapel of Chimes - Oakland

4499 Piedmont Ave

Oakland, CA
FD #1254

Saturday April 1, 2017

9:30am - 12:30pm Chanting & Blessing
(Minh Yueh Jiu Shyh Buddhist)
Noon — Lion Dance
12:30pm Free Lunch

Free Bus pickup available from Oakland

Call 1-888-339-2888 or
visit skylawn.com or hayward.chapelofthechimes.com !
for more information :



vy Skylawn Memorial Park
ﬁ Chapel of Chimes - Hayward
Chapel of Chimes - Oakland

e
Preneed Specials

Valid until April 15, 2017
N

Buy 1 Property
get the 2nd at
50%o off

24 month
Interest Rebate

Use your
Gold Diamond Card for
20% discount***

** Prearranged Funeral Discount does not applied to Direct Burial or Direct Cremation
*** Some restrictions apply call for details

Call 1-888-339-2888 or
visit skylawn.com or hayward.chapelofthechimes.com !
for more information :



e
g Preneed Specials

Valid until April 15, 2017
N

Skylawn Memorial Park

/% Please ask for the exciting specials in
5 ——— ‘ our brand new Lotus Garden!

Chapel of the Chimes —
Hayward

+ Family Estates - 30% off
+ Granite Niches - 30% off
+ Selected Glass Front Niches - 30% off %
+ King Size Niches - 50% off

Chapel of the Chimes —
Oakland

+ Family Mausoleum Estates - 30% off
+ Mausoleum Crypts - 30% off
+ Glass Niches - 30% off (excluding Pacific

Plaza and Bai Ling Yuan locations)

+ Cremation burial spaces - 30% off

All discounts apply to selected areas within the gardens (Not all spaces available
- see Maps for exact lot and space numbers available with discounts)

* no other discount applied.

Call 1-888-339-2888 or
visit skylawn.com or hayward.chapelofthechimes.com !
for more information :



153 Columbus Ave,,
San Francisco, CA 94133

You're Invited
ST

Chmg Ming 2017
/J ED%/L&\\ 7 ;%%

Enter to Win
A trip for 2 to Hong Kong
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Bring the family and join the daily events
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